RETURNING TO KOLIN

June 2015

A visit to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the return of the survivors to Kolin in 1945 and the restoration of the synagogue and community.
Make your own way to Prague, providing the option for you to spend a few days as a tourist in Prague either before or after the Kolin Commemoration.  Some people may also choose to take a trip to other interesting Jewish towns in Bohemia and Moravia. 
Programme : (Subject to minor changes)

THURSDAY 4th JUNE 2015

Travel to Kolin via Prague, ideally to get to Kolin by mid-afternoon, although individuals free to arrange own day/time of arrival.  In the afternoon and early evening we will visit the Old Jewish Cemetery (the second oldest after Prague) and have time viewing the two exhibitions in the synagogue: the permanent exhibition on the history of Jews in Kolin (in which NPLS features!) and the extensive new one on Rabbi Richard Feder the last rabbi of Kolin. He served the community before the War, in Terezin and the small group of survivors after the War. He went on to become the Chief Rabbi of Bohemia and Moravia in Communist times.
Informal dinner together with possible cultural programme in Kolin.

FRIDAY 5th June 

The programme begins in the Synagogue to which we have invited pupils from Kolin's High School and Business School to present their projects on aspects of the history of the Jews of Kolin, their fate in the Shoah and the brief re-establishment of the community after the War. 

After coffee break we will do the "Stolperstein Trail", around central Kolin and stopping outside the many houses and businesses that were Jewish occupied/owned before the Shoah, and where some are now marked by the brass Stolperstein memorial plaques in the pavement.
In the afternoon we will visit the New Jewish Cemetery with its impressive memorial erected by Rabbi Feder in 1950 to the 480 Kolin Jews who were murdered in the Shoah.

19.00  Erev Shabbat service in Synagogue - by this time we will be joined by large party* from congregation Shir Hadash, Los Gatos, California, who also have a Kolin Torah...it will be a joyous service to commemorate the small community that Rabbi Feder revived in 1945 as well as celebrating with Jews from round the world who now are entrusted with Torah Scrolls from Kolin. We will hear the inspiring story of Rabbi Feder. 
20.30  Shabbat dinner in restaurant.

SATURDAY 6th June 

9.30  Back to the synagogue for : "The Return of the Survivors to Kolin", an in depth account by Michael Heppner on the survivors and the revival of the community. 
11.00   Shabbat morning service to which civic leaders have been invited.  We plan on launching our English translation of Rabbi Feder's "Zidovska Tragedie" at this service.

Lunch...chose your own restaurant from the several around the town square.

14.00 :  The Shir Hadash group will visit the New Jewish Cemetery whilst those who have already been can spend relaxing time on the Kmoch Island in the centre of the River Labe, explore other places in Kolin's general history or have a shabbos shluff!
16.00  Depart by coach to visit the nearby Bauer Villa, built by a wealthy Kolin Jew in perfect Cubist style.....a hidden gem.  From there we go to Ratbor and Chateau Kotera, the Mandelik mansion, home of the wealthiest of Kolin's Jewish families before the War.  A beautiful house that is now a hotel.  We will have guided tours and then have a final dinner together at the hotel and make Havdalah before returning to Kolin.
SUNDAY 7th June

Various options : 1. Make your way back to Prague to spend time there or return to 

                                airport and home

                            2. Join a party going by train to Spisske nova Ves in eastern 

                                Slovakia, whence came our Slovak scroll, hear the encouraging
                                story of the local school preserving the memory of the Jews. 

                            3. Join others going to visit other of our Torah Towns:  Trebon,

                                Kladno or Plzen (the latter is the 2015 European City of Culture.)
                                or other Torah Towns or tourist sites.

HOTEL  :  We have reserved rooms at the Hotel Theresia,  http://www.hoteltheresia.cz/)  where we have stayed before although there are several pensions in town.

                  You must book your own hotel stay directly with the hotel; when booking 

                   say you are in "Rabbi Goldstein/NPLS group".  The rate they are quoting 

                   $55 single room and €65 double room including breakfast.

                   The contact is : recepce@hoteltheresia.cz 
TRAVEL  :  People will book own flights to Prague.  At the moment
                     From Heathrow : British Airways has flights at 07.30,09.50 and 13.25,  

                           returning from Prague at 13.35 and 20.15

                     From Stansted : Ryanair has flights 06.45 or 19.35 returning at 22.55

                     From Luton : Whizzair has flight at 16.10 returning at 19.45.

                           (Ryanair is cheapest).
Nearer the time, when we know haw many are booked and on which flight, we will coordinate onward travel to Kolin.

COST:  Participants pay for own flights, transport to Kolin from Prague, Kolin hotel, and incidental meals.  For meals together (eg Erev Shabbat we will arrange group catering and split the cost......€20 should be the maximum for such meals).  In addition we will ask each participant to cover costs of coach, entrance fee at Bauer house, tips and incidentals.  WE will confirm the amount in advance, but it should be less than €50 per person.
BOOKING...Please let Sharon Goldstein know as soon as you have booked your flights and the name of hotel and times and date of arrival in Kolin.
Contact Sharon on sgoldstein@f2s.com
.......................................................................................................................................

* The SHIR HADASH group will have slightly different itinerary though all free to join them as follows:

Friday :  if arrive in time, visit Old Cemetery on way to synagogue or join us in New Cemetery.....if can get to Kolin on time...if so their prograame will combine with ours.
Saturday :  8.30 walk around centre of Kolin looking for Stolperstein and significant

                         Jewish houses and sites. 
                  14.00 coach to New Jewish cemetery and return to town square to meet up
                          with rest of group before leaving for Bauer house.

.......................................................................................................................................... 
